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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Currently amended): A method comprising: 

g e nerating i nt e rrupts i n a transfer of informat i on botwoon a rako roc oi vor and a 
processor, whoroin g e nerat i ng sa i d i nterrupts compr i ses generating said a plurality of 
interrupts in a transfer of symbols between fingers of said a rake receiver and said a_ 
processor, wherein the interrupts are produced by the fingers of the rake receiver at 
sa i d interrupts having a rate of generation per unit time independent of a time rate of the 
symbol boundaries, of sa i d symbo l s; and 

whoro i n gen e rat i ng sa i d int e rrupts compr i s e s gen e rating i nt e rrupts wh e r e in said 

symbo l boundaries compr i s e a rate that chang e s with t i m o . 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Canceled) 

4. (Previously presented) The method according to claim 1 , wherein generating 
said interrupts comprises generating said interrupts with a fixed rate. 

5. (Previously presented) The method according to claim 1 , wherein generating 
said interrupts comprises generating interrupts, wherein said symbol boundaries 
comprise a constant rate. 

6. (Canceled) 
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7. (Previously presented) The method, according to claim 1 , wherein generating 
said interrupts comprises generating global symbol boundaries at a rate independent of 
the time rate of said symbol boundaries. 

8. (Original) The method according to claim 7, further comprising: 

writing from a first of said fingers to an available one of a first data register and a 
second data register; and 

writing from a second of said fingers to another available one of said first data 
register and said second data register; and 

in said global symbol boundaries, alternatively reading from said first data 
register and said second data register at a rate independent of said first and second of 
said fingers. 

9. (Original) The method according to claim 8, further comprising at least one of 
incrementing a counter when writing to one of said first data register and said second 
data register, and decrementing a counter when reading from one of said first data 
register and said second data register. 

10. (Original) The method according to claim 9, further comprising: 

if said counter reaches a predetermined value, reading more than one of said 
first data register and said second data register to which one of said fingers has written, 
in a given one of said global symbol boundaries, before reading from another of said 
global symbol boundaries. 
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1 1 . (Original) The method according to claim 9, further comprising: 

if said counter reaches a predetermined value, continuing to read one of said first 
data register and said second data register in a given one of said global symbol 
boundaries, before reading from another of said global symbol boundaries. 

12. (Currently amended) An apparatus comprising: 
a processor; and 

a rake receiver for receiving a plurality of multi-path signals, wherein the rake 
receiver further comprises: 

a plurality of fingers for processing the plurality of multi-path signals, wherein the fingers 
produce a plurality of interrupts based on a transfer of symbols from the rake receiver to 
the processor a proc e ssor 

, wh e r ei n th e apparatus i s adapt e d to generate i nt e rrupts in a transf e r of i nformation 
b e twoon said rako roce i vor and sa i d processor, whoroin sa i d i nterrupts aro g e norat o d i n 
a transfer of symbo l s botwoon f i ngors of said rak o roco i vor and sa i d processor, sa i d 
i nterrupts hav i ng at a rate of generation per unit time independent of a the time rate of 
the symbol boundaries of sa i d symbo l s . 

13. (Canceled) 

14. (Canceled) 

15. (Previously presented) The apparatus according to claim 12, wherein said 
apparatus is able to generate said interrupts at a fixed rate. 
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16. (Previously presented) The apparatus according to claim 12, wherein said rake 
receiver is adapted to generate symbol boundaries that comprise a constant rate. 

17. (Previously presented) The apparatus according to claim 12, wherein said rake 
receiver is adapted to generate symbol boundaries that comprise a rate that changes 
with time. 

18. (Canceled) 

19. (Previously presented) The apparatus according to claim 12, wherein a first of 
said fingers is able to write to an available one of a first data register and a second data 
register, and a second of said fingers is able to write to another available one of said 
first data register and said second data register, and said processor is able to 
alternatively read from said first data register and said second data register in said 
global symbol boundaries at a rate independent of said first and second of said fingers. 

20. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 19, further comprising: 

a counter that increments when one of said first data register and said second data 
register is written to. 

21 . (Original) The apparatus according to claim 19, further comprising: 

a counter that decrements when one of said first data register and said second data 
register is read from. 

22. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 20, wherein, if said counter reaches 
a predetermined value, said processor reads more than one of said first data register 

-5- 



Application No. 10,076,957 
Attorney Docket No. MP1452 
FHFGD Ref. No. 10368.0004-00000 

and said second data register to which one of said fingers has written, in a given one of 
said global symbol boundaries, before reading from another of said global symbol 
boundaries. 

23. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 21 , wherein, if said counter reaches 
a predetermined value, said processor reads more than one of said first data register 
and said second data register to which one of said fingers has written, in a given one of 
said global symbol boundaries, before reading from another of said global symbol 
boundaries. 

24. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 20, wherein, if said counter reaches 
a predetermined value, said processor continues reading one of said first data register 
and said second data register in a given one of said global symbol boundaries, before 
reading from another of said global symbol boundaries. 

25. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 21 , wherein, if said counter reaches 
a predetermined value, said processor continues reading one of said first data register 
and said second data register in a given one of said global symbol boundaries, before 
reading from another of said global symbol boundaries. 

26. (Canceled) 

27. (Canceled) 

28. (New) The method according to claim 1 , wherein the symbol boundaries 
comprise a rate that changes with time. 
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29. (New) A method comprising: 

generating a plurality of interrupts in a transfer of symbols between fingers of a 
rake receiver and a processor, the interrupts having a rate of generation per unit time 
independent of the time rate of the symbol boundaries; 

generating global symbol boundaries at a rate independent of the time rate of the 
symbol boundaries; 

writing from a first finger to an available one of a first data register and a second 
data register; 

writing from a second fingers to another available one of a first data register and 
a second data register; and 

alternatively reading from the first data register and the second data register 
based on the global symbol boundaries at a rate independent of the symbol boundaries 
of the first and second fingers. 

30. (New) The method according to claim 29, further comprising at least one of 
incrementing a counter when writing to one of the first data register and the second data 
register, and decrementing a counter when reading from one of the first data register 
and the second data register. 

31 . (New) The method according to claim 30, further comprising: 

if the counter reaches a predetermined value, reading more than one of the first 
data register and the second data register to which one of the fingers has written, in a 
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given one of the global symbol boundaries, before reading from another of the global 
symbol boundaries. 

32. (New) The method according to claim 30, further comprising: 

if the counter reaches a predetermined value, continuing to read one of the first 
data register and the second data register in a given one of the global symbol 
boundaries, before reading from another of the global symbol boundaries. 

33. (New) An apparatus comprising: 
a rake receiver; and 

a processor, wherein the apparatus is adapted to generate interrupts in a transfer 
of information between the rake receiver and the processor, wherein the interrupts are 
generated in a transfer of symbols between fingers of the rake receiver and the 
processor, the interrupts having a rate of generation per unit time independent of a time 
rate of symbol boundaries of the symbols, and wherein the apparatus is adapted to 
generate interrupts that comprise global symbol boundaries generated at a rate 
independent of the symbol boundaries; 

a first of the fingers is able to write to an available one of a first data register and 
a second data register; 

a second of the fingers is able to write to another available one of the first data 
register and the second data register; and 
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the processor is able to alternatively read from the first data register and the 
second data register in the global symbol boundaries at a rate independent of the first 
and second of the fingers. 

34. (New) The apparatus according to claim 33, further comprising: 

a counter that increments when one of the first data register and the second data 
register is written to. 

35. (New) The apparatus according to claim 33, further comprising: 

a counter that decrements when one of the first data register and the second 
data register is read from. 

36. (New) The apparatus according to claim 34, wherein, if the counter reaches a 
predetermined value, the processor reads more than one of the first data register and 
the second data register to which one of the fingers has written, in a given one of the 
global symbol boundaries, before reading from another of the global symbol boundaries. 

37. (New) The apparatus according to claim 35, wherein, if the counter reaches a 
predetermined value, the processor reads more than one of the first data register and 
the second data register to which one of the fingers has written, in a given one of the 
global symbol boundaries, before reading from another of the global symbol boundaries. 

38. (New) The apparatus according to claim 34, wherein, if the counter reaches a 
predetermined value, the processor continues reading one of the first data register and 
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the second data register in a given one of the global symbol boundaries, before reading 
from another of the global symbol boundaries. 

39. (New) The apparatus according to claim 35, wherein, if the counter reaches a 
predetermined value, the processor continues reading one of the first data register and 
the second data register in a given one of the global symbol boundaries, before reading 
from another of the global symbol boundaries. 
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